
Honors English 1                 Fall 2014
The Hero’s Journey           Multi-Genre Project

Evolution of a Hero
Multi-Genre Project

Overview: Throughout this unit, we have discussed the criterion of the label “hero”, studied an 
ancient epic hero (Odysseus), a modern epic hero (Jack, Lost), and examined the cultural 
values each of these “heroes” embody.  This assignment is designed to help examine how the 
definition of hero has evolved over time to create the “Modern American Hero” by creating a 
multi-genre project to demonstrate the definition of “hero” evolved over time.

Objective: Students will define criterion used to identify a hero (“modern American hero”), 
conduct research on the evolution of the term/concept of heroism, create an annotated 
bibliography to cite their research, and compose a multi-genre project synthesizing the evolving 
definition of hero.

Common Core Standards Addressed:
• Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared writing products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other 
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

• Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

• Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources

Requirements:
Step 1 (10/1): Make a list of cultural values that modern Americans hold (in-class)

Step 2 (10/1): Search for an artifact from the following list about your chosen approach to the 
question: “How have our definitions of ‘hero’ evolved over time?” and “What does it mean to be 
a ‘modern American hero’”?

Source 1: Newspaper/magazine article
 NOTE: CANNOT use “Psychology of Origin Stories”
Source 2: Visual 
Source 3: Media (film/television)
 NOTE: CANNOT use LOST
Source 4: Audio (music)
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Source 5: Double-Up (choose another source from options 1-4)

Questions to Consider (as you research): 
-What is similar to/different from the heroes we have studied in class and your chosen approach 
to examining a “hero”?
-What do you make of this person’s “human flaws” or hubris?  Do these qualities also contribute 
to your definition of a hero?
-How do other groups of people define “hero” (cultures, genders, time periods, races)?

Step 4 (10/8): Create a claim about the essential question/topic: evolution of heroism.

Step 5 (10/10-10/14): Compose annotated bibliography of sources.

Tentative Schedule:
Checkpoint #1 (10/1): Modern American values list (in-class)--------------------------------5 pts.
Checkpoint #2 (10/3): Sources 1 & 2 ---------------------------------------------------------------20 pts. 
Checkpoint #3 (10/7): Claim---------------------------------------------------------------------------10 pts.
Checkpoint #4 (10/7): Sources 3 & 4 ---------------------------------------------------------------20 pts. 
Checkpoint #5 (10/8): Source 5-----------------------------------------------------------------------10 pts.
Checkpoint #6 (10/9): Annotated bibliography (MLA)--------------------------------------------25 pts. 
On-Time------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------10 pts.

TOTAL: 100 points possible

Grading Criteria:
-Deadlines met (on-time and in-full)
-Use class time wisely
-Correct MLA citations/formatting
-See rubric
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